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Introduction
“Second World War’s Legacy of Racism” was the title of an article written by Ruth Lawlor and posted on Yale University Online (Lawlor, 2019). Lawlor explained that the United States defeated fascism during WWII but exposed its underbelly of racial segregation used instruments of wartime politics. Racism is a cancer that had been ailing the American culture. Millions of African Americans served in WWII, but they were welcomed to hostile communities that continued to discriminate against them based on race. Ironically, the president who sent Americans to WWII, Franklin D. Roosevelt, insisted that the war is necessary to attain four freedoms: freedom from want, freedom of speech, freedom from fear, and freedom of speech (Lawlor, 2019). These freedoms formed the basis of wartime politics, where the United States wanted to set an example of how civilized nations should behave. However, in as much as the United States was fighting for freedoms, racist beliefs and attitudes were rife and shared both in military and government at all levels.
Systematic Racism and Inequality
The army commanders quickly admonished black soldiers but ignored white men and women in uniform when they all made the same mistake. White supremacy was also every day in all government levels where appointments in government favored the white majority. Racial segregation at school, in public transport, and private sector was also common, and this led to civil rights movements to fight for the freedoms and equality of all Americans.
Fast forward 75 years after the end of WWII, racism in the United States led to mass protests across all countries. The Black Lives Movement was started to demand justice for the blacks who had died at the hands of white police for many years (Buchanan, Bui, & Patel, 2020, July 3). Incarceration of young black men and women from poor neighborhoods was the order of the day, and many people felt that time have come to demand justice and end racism in the United States. The majority of the death row and life imprisoned inmates in the United States who are black were there for crimes that did not deserve such harsh punishments. Although there have been successful efforts to give minority Americans rights to express themselves, vote, and occupy all offices in the private and public sectors, inequality in the number of representatives in those sectors tells a different story.
The legacy of racism persists to date. White supremacy has been newly emboldened in American history, with civil attacks being under attack and violence against people of color. Just after the BLM wave in 2020, in 2021, there is another racial violence wave against Asian Americans. Several have been attacked in 2021, and this shows that discrimination and violence against the minority groups in the US still exists. Despite all efforts to end violence against minority groups, things have not changed, and thanks to advancements in technology, witnesses can record what is happening.
Public shaming is another technique being used to advance racism in the United States. During his tenure, President Trump severally referred to Coronavirus as the China virus (Chiu, 2020, March 20). This led to protests from the Asian communities, who claimed that such utterances would only intensify race wars. When a president calls a virus “China virus” that was deliberately created in China, then when white Americans lose their close friends and relatives to the disease, then they are likely to blame the South Asian country. This puts people from China and other Asian countries at risk. The same has happened to immigrants from Muslim countries in the Middle East or East Africans. They are constantly seen as terrorists or terrorist sympathizers because of their place of origin and religion.

Lesson
In all these cases, it is evident that no minority group is safe from racism in the United States. Obviously, as a country, we have not learned anything or do not take racism seriously. Mass protests witnessed in 2020 led a group of white majority claiming that protesters were being paid to further political agendas. Such statements are an indication that some people are okay with the situation as it is. Anyone who wants to change is labeled as a proponent of the ‘cancel culture’ brigade that does not appreciate how far we have come from as a country. However, more needs to be done to end racism cancer in the United States.
Way forward (recommendations)
Systematic racism must be fought aggressively by addressing practices, policies, and structures that contribute to inequalities in educational outcomes and access, health disparities, and the wealth gap (The White House, 2021, March 21).
· Advance racial equity and equality in the federal government like creating opportunities to underserved uplift communities
· Combat and condemn intolerance and xenophobia against minority communities in the United States
· Incorporate racial justice into foreign policy goals
· Condemn and support marginalized communities around the world. An example is standing for the rights of minority Uyghur in China
· Involving the UN Human Rights Council in the fight to protect marginalized populations
Therefore, as a global leader, the United States might desire to fight racism locally and abroad.
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